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Greetings to all: 
 
Fifteen years ago when I joined Council 996, I had no idea what a grand knight did, other than that he was 
the leader of the council.  What his job duties entailed were completely foreign to me.  Well, somewhere in 
that fifteen years, you, the membership, must have felt that I learned enough to lead the council for the 2008-
2009 fraternal year.  And for that vote of confidence, I am truly grateful.  I would also like to acknowledge 
the other new officers for the new fraternal year:  Bill Hobbs- Deputy Grand Knight, Gary Barker–        
Chancellor, Jesse Cabalar– Advocate, Steve Ahlert– Warden, John Mackey– Three Year Trustee, and our 
new three year Columbus Club board member– Robert Collins.  All of us will be hard at work improving the 
fraternal brotherhood of the council. 
 
I would like to meet with all council officers at 6:45 on Wednesday, July 2, 2008, for those who can make it 
then, to go over some ideas I have for the next year.  We will only be occupied for about 30 minutes. 
 
Another area I will be concentrating on this next year will be to get the approximately $36,000 we owe on the 
hall down as much as possible.  At the June 4th meeting, we raised $600.00 that was applied directly to the 
principal of the loan.  This was over and above the $906.00 (approximate) payment we make each month.  I 
plan to keep everyone informed as to the progress we are making toward this goal.  I am aware many of you, 
over the years, have donated many dollars to the building fund.  That is why I want this to be the last strong 
push to retire our mortgage. 
 
Do not forget Oktoberfest coming up in about four months.  This year we will be working with the Kistler 
Center, and the River Valley chapter of The ARC.  ARC picks up where the Kistler Center leaves off due to 
the age of the people they work with.  Look for a meeting sometime in August. 
 
I realize gas prices are ridiculous, but I would really like to see a lot of old familiar faces at the meetings that 
have been absent for a while.  We recently went through the membership can to make sure all had a round 
tag with their name on it. 
 
Included with the bulletin is a flyer announcing our Fourth of July picnic at the acres too.  Gas is very        
expensive right now, so it would make more sense to stay close at home this year.  We have a fun filled day 
planned, and all activities will be finished in time for those who want to brave the crowd downtown and 
watch the fire works on the river.  We hope to see you there. 
 
Vivat Jesus 

Henry Moore, GK                           
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A new fraternal year is upon us.  Congratulations to the newly elected and appointed council leaders.  I am 
sure you have a list of things that you want to accomplish during the coming year.  I am eager to help. 
 
One of these goals is likely the attainment of the Star Council award-the most prestigious award the Order 
offers at the council level.  I am certainly committed to helping on the insurance side, but I will be glad to 
help on the membership side as well. 
 
If you know an eligible Catholic man who might be interested in joining the Order (and who among us does 
not), he is probably just waiting to be asked.  I can help you, either by approaching him myself, or by 
“coaching” you—transferring sales skills that you can use to recruit him and other prospects. As always, I am 
at your service. 
 
What would be helpful to all of us would be an early start on those goals, rather than waiting until May or 
June.  Let us get an early start on award season this year. 
 
 
Harold J. Wille, FICF                                                                                                                                              
Knights of Columbus Field Agent                                                                                                                                   
Home Phone: 479-648-8848                                                                                                                                
Cell Phone: 479-883-0905                                                                                                                                     
Home Email: h.wile@sbcglobal.net                                                                                                                                
Business E-Mail: harold.wille@kofc.org 

The family of the month for June was Art and Rosemary Sellers.  Art is our past Grand Knight for Council 
996, and both are very involved with Saint Michael’s Church in Van Buren.  Art is also involved with the 
Ham Radio Operators, which help out the community when there are bad storms in the area.                     
Special thanks goes out to Art for his time and dedication to our council. Congratulations to Art and       
Rosemary!! 

FAMILY  OF THE M ONTH  
B ILL  DUBOIS 

CASINO K NIGHTS 
M ARVIN  COPENHAVER 

There will be a casino on July 11th at the Hall for Whirlpool Management.  Sign up in the 
lounge.  There is also a casino on the 19th at the Columbus Hall.  This is a private birthday party.  
Details are on the sign up sheet on the bar in the Hall lounge.  
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Minutes from meeting on June 4, 2008: 
             
Our meeting started with a prayer. 
 
The Ladies Auxiliary bought a grill for the hall and rented the table cloths for the Installation Dinner on June 
18th. 
 
New officers for the Ladies Auxiliary: 
President: Jayne Ann Spahn 
Vice-President: Debbie Moschner 
Treasurer: Judy Mackey 
Secretary: Marypat Stoddard 
 
We would love to recover the chairs in the lounge or do a good cleaning until we can afford the recover. 
 
Ways and Means: Planning a garage sale, looking at August 9th weekend.  Discussed cookbook sale and 
bingo.  Would love ideas.  Please come to the next meeting the first Wednesday of the month.  
 
Dues are $5 for the year. 
 
Closed the meeting with a prayer. 

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
I hope all are doing well.  This time of year, we all prepare to celebrate our independence and freedom.  
What a wonderful country we do live in! We are always being told about how bad things are in our country 
and world.  But, if we really take the time to stop and smell the roses, we would see what a beautiful country 
we really live in.  God has truly blessed our country over the years with men and women who fought for our 
freedoms, not only on the battlefields, but here at home within our government.  We meet and discuss issues 
freely and without fear of being imprisoned.  We worship openly, and the way we as individuals see fit to 
worship.  So, as we celebrate this Independence Day, lets bow our heads and ask God to Bless the entire 
world the way we have been blessed. 

COUNCIL  L ECTURER 
DC.GREG PAIR  

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR  

Because of the way that the U.S. Postal Service handles the mail for our area, including Fort Smith and into 
Oklahoma, it is necessary that we print the newsletter by the fourth Tuesday of each month.  There are a few 
exceptions, especially when holidays are close by.  If we do not get the newsletter out before Friday, it will 
take up to a week for people who live outside of Fort Smith to receive the newsletter, thereby not                
informing all of the members of upcoming meetings and events that take place at the beginning of the month. 
Please work with us concerning this matter.  Thanks!!  We appreciate it!!  
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